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neck, and he were cast into the sea.n Moreover, it
is completely fallacious as an educational maxim that
no careful regard should be paid to the capacities
and potentialities of individuals. Without careful
examination it is impossible to tell the effects of the
story upon any individual mind. " Which part of
the story did you like best? " asked a teacher quite
casually at the end of her lesson to little ones of
six years. " Where he was going to kill him," said
the first, a boy. " Where the angel stopped him/'
replied the next, a girl. Writes a child aged ten,
" If Abraham had put his only son to death that
way it would have been a very cruel death " ; while
another, aged eleven, remarks, " I think it was very
kind of God for saving Isaac's life."

Even more to be deplored than the effect of its
gruesomeness is the conception of God which the
story conveys. It is a very difficult matter for young
children to express ideas of God arising in their minds,
although they will at times startle their elders by
voicing them. The older ones find less difficulty,
and it is from them that we learn most regarding the
results of taking this story literally as it is recorded
in Genesis, without the explanation necessary for a
right understanding of it. It would be a great
mistake, however, to conclude that because they
are inarticulate no similar impression is made on
the minds of the younger ones or of their elder
schoolfellows who do not speak.

Many teachers have volunteered statements con-
cerning the difficulties they themselves have ex-
perienced in taking this lesson or that have been
put forward by the children. It is well for us to